Children’s liturgy —Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

Preparation of the worship space
Colour: green

Song suggestions: Sing of the Lord’s goodness (713, Laudate)

Welcome: Today we hear how some people tried to trick Jesus. But he was too
clever for them. Let’s find out what happened and what message Jesus has for us.

Opening prayer: God of all, you call us to love you and to care for one another. May
we never forget what you ask of us. Help us to reach out to each other in love.
Amen.

First reading (optional): Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

Psalm: Psalm 95:1, 3-5, 7-10. R. v.7

Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings the acclamation together.
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21

The Pharisees went off and made a plan to trap Jesus with questions. Then they
sent to him some of their disciples and some members of Herod's party. “Teacher,”
they said, “we know that you tell the truth. You teach the truth about God's will for
people, without worrying about what others think, because you pay no attention to
anyone's status. Tell us, then, what do you think? Is it against our Law to pay taxes
to the Roman Emperor, or not?”

Jesus, however, was aware of their evil plan, and so he said, “You hypocrites! Why
are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin for paying the tax!”

They brought him the coin, and he asked them, “Whose face and name are
these?” “The Emperor's,” they answered.

So Jesus said to them, “Well, then, pay the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor,
and pay God what belongs to God.”

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below*)

Gospel reflection: What do you remember from today’s reading?

The Pharisees didn’t like Jesus and so they tried to find a way to trick him. What did
they ask him?

At the time the Romans ruled the area where Jesus lived. The people did not like the
Romans and they did not want to have to pay money to them. But the Pharisees
knew that if Jesus said this out loud, he would get into trouble.
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So the Pharisees asked Jesus if it was right to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor.
What answer did Jesus give the Pharisees?

Jesus told the Pharisees to “pay the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor — and
God what belongs to God.”

Jesus is reminding us that we have two main responsibilities. One is to love God and
to try to live our lives the way God wants us to.

The other responsibility is to care for each other and to make sure that everyone
gets their fair share of the good things that God has given us.

God has given us a world filled with good things. While some of us have all that we
could wish for, others of us do not have a house to live in, enough food to eat, clean
water to drink.

Do you think this is fair? Why not?

We can help each other and to make sure that all people around the world have their
fair share of the things that God has given us. We can all play our part to make the
world a fairer place.

Peru is a country which has long had problems with poverty, inequality and violence.
Now the people of Peru are struggling to cope with coronavirus.

CAFOD has been working with local organisations in Peru to help those are affected
by the virus. They have used community kitchens to cook free meals for people who
need them to come and collect, they have made sure that those who are sick and
aren’t earning any money have the medicine that they need. They have also
supported children who haven’t been able to do online school lessons to learn.

How can we share what we have so that everyone has their fair share of what God
has given us?

What will you do this week to show that you love God and are trying to live your life
the way God wants? What will you do this week to show that you care for others,
both here and around the world?

Intercessions You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or
you can use the suggestions below.

We know that God is always ready to listen to us and so we pray:

We pray for world leaders: that they may make sure all people have their fair share
of the gifts that God has given us. Lord, in your mercy...
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We pray for all members of our global family: that together we may do all that we can
to share fairly and bring an end to poverty. Lord, in your mercy...

We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may do our best to live the way
God wants us to and share all that we have so everyone has enough. Lord, in your
mercy...

Closing prayer: Loving God, be with us as we try to care for one another, help one
another, share with one another and work together to make the world a fairer place
for everyone to live. Amen.

Activity suggestions

Invite the children to colour in the accompanying optional illustration and to write or
draw on the back what they will do in the coming week to care for and share with
others.

Encourage the children to imagine that they are the Emperor (or the Chancellor).
What would they spend the tax money they collect on? How could they use the taxes
that they collect to help others and make sure everyone has their fair share?

Invite the children to try and do what they can in the coming week to help each other
and to share with people both here and around the world.

*Gospel passage taken from:

Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.

Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the derivative work of
Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that British and Foreign Bible
Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of the United States Copyright Act, 17
U.S.C. § 103(b).

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any means

except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall East, FL 8, Philadelphia,
PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).
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